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BOROUGH  OF  RAWTENSTALL. 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

THE  MAYOR  (Alderman  Clifford  Kenyon,  J.i\) 

(  Ex-officio). 

Chairman  :  Councillor  W.  HARDMAN,  j.p. 
Vice-Chairman  .  Councillor  Mrs.  D.  ASPIN. 
Alderman  J.  BARRITT,  j.p. 

„  J.  R.  SLATER. 

,,  Miss  C.  WHITEHEAD,  j.p.,  c.a 
Councillor  G.  IT  BATEMAN. 

,,  G.  A.  HAWORTH. 

„  J.  HOLT. 

,,  R.  HOWORTH,  j.p. 

,,  F.  HOYLE. 

„  E.  ISHERWOOD. 

,,  H.  TURNER. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

COMMITTEE. 

Co-opted  Members. 

Mrs.  E.  CRABTREE,  j.p. 

„  N.  H.  HOLDEN. 

„  G.  F.  HOLT. 

„  M.  J.  PILLING. 

,,  A.  RAWLINSON. 

.,  M.  ROBINSON. 


Annual  Report  for  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Seventh  Annual  Report,  for  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1939. 

War  conditions  have  necessitated  curtailment  of  the  report 
and  have  been  responsible  for  its  delay. 

War  conditions  have  not  made  any  appreciable  difference  to 
the  Health  of  the  people  of  Rawtenstall  during  the  year.  They 

have  curtailed  certain  activities  of  the  department,  whilst  in¬ 
creasing  others. 

Air  Raid  Precautions  have  kept  all  members  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  unusually  busy  both  by  day  and  night.  For  the  willing 
support  from  the  whole  of  the  staff  I  wish  to  tender  my  thanks. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee,  I  wish  to 
express  my  thanks  for  the  continued  help  that  has  been  given. 

I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

K.  Knight  Wood, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

Spring  Garden  Chambers, 

Rawtenstall. 


STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

K.  Knight  Wood,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Consulting  Ortho pcedic  Surgeon  : 

*  S.  M.  MiDNER,  F.R.C.S, ,  M.A.,  M.B. 

Consulting  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  : 

*  Philip  A.  Harry,  m.d.  ,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Consultant  for  Puerperal  Pyrexia  : 

*  A.  CalLAM,  D.S.O.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E. 

Consulting  Obstetrician  : 

*  Robert  Newton,  m.il,  m.c.o.g. 

Dental  Surgeons  : 

*  J.  Cropper,  l.d.s.,  vic. 

*  J.  Midgley,  L.D.S.,  VIC. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  E.  Hoyle,  m.r.s.i. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

E.  T.  Simpson,  cert,  s.i.b.,  a.r.s.i. 

Health  Visitors  : 

§  Miss  E.  M.  Eastwood. 

§  Miss  A.  L.  Fenton  (Resigned  2/6/39). 

§  Miss  K.  Brand  wood  (Resigned  15/8/39). 

§  Miss  P.  John  (Commenced  24/7/39). 

( Resigned  1 9/ 1  / 40 ) . 

§  Miss  W.  Atkinson  (Commenced  1/9/39). 

Clerks  : 

R.  Haworth,  A.  Halliwell  (Joined  H.M.  Army  Oct. 

1939),  f  Miss  R.  Watts,  Miss  D.  Hampson  (Commenced 

28/9/39) . 

Hospital  Caretaker  and  Disinfector  :  A.  Heap. 


SECONDED  FROM  SALFORD: 


Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

*  H.Heathcote,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  (from  10/10/39) 

Dental  Surgeon  : 

*  Miss  M.  G.  McDeod,  u.d.s.  (from  12/10/39) 

Dental  Attendant  : 

*  Miss  Marjory  Grundy  (from  12/10/39). 


*  Part  time. 

t  Part  time  Dental  Attendant. 
§  Also  acts  as  School  Nurse. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area  (acres)  .  9,528 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  28,575 

Estimated  Population  (1939)  — 

(a)  for  calculation  of  birth  rates  ....  26,810 

(b)  for  calculation  of  death  rates  ...  26,910 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)  . 8,079 

No.  of  Houses  Assessed  .  8,848 

No.  of  Separate  Families  (Census  1931)  .  8,095 

Rateable  Value . ^153,119 

Sum  represented  by  a  id.  Rate  .  £583 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1939. 


^  Legitimate 

Live  Births  Illegitimate 

' 

Total  . 


Total  M.  F. 

269  133  136 

11  6  5 


280  139  141 


Stillbirths  .  7  5  2 

Deaths  .  380  182  19S 
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Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes .  . . 

182 

198 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  .. 

2  Measles . 

3  Scarlet  fever . . . . . 

1 

4  Whooping-cough . 

1 

5  Diphtheria  . 

... 

6  Influenza . 

4 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica  . 

1 

8  Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

... 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system.. 

8 

4 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases  . 

1 

11  Syphilis . 

1 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes 
dorsalis  . 

1 

1 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease . 

22 

23 

14  Diabetes . 

... 

5 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  . 

12 

12 

16  Heart  disease  . 

55  , 

69 

17  Aneurysm  . 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases . 

20 

23 

19  Bronchitis  . 

2 

3 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

6 

2 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases . 

... 

1 

22  Peptic  ulcer . 

1 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

. . . 

24  Appendicitis . 

1 

2 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver . 

.  .  . 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc . 

.  .  . 

2 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  . 

•  .  . 

2 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  . 

10 

7 

29  Puerperal  sepsis . 

•  •  • 

30  Other  puerperal  causes  . 

*  .  . 

1 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
malformations,  etc . 

A 

5 

32  Senility . 

6 

9 

33  vSuicide . 

3 

2 

34  Other  violence  . 

13 

4 

35  Other  defined  diseases . 

15 

15 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown . 

•  •  • 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 

Total  . 

8 

9 

Illegitimate . 

•  •  • 

Live  Births  : 

Total  . 

139 

141 

Legitimate  . 

133 

136 

Illegitimate . 

6 

5 

Stillbirths  : 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

2 

Illegitimate . 

•  •  • 

... 

Population  : 

For  Deaths . .  ,,,  ...  . .  ...  ...  26,910 
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SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area. 

STAFF. — A  list  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  is  given  2t 
the  commencement  of  this  report. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.— The  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory,  Manchester,  undertakes  Bacteriological  and  Chemical 
Examinations  for  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  the  following  examinations  have  been  made 

Positive.  Negative.  Total. 


Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria...  7  38  45 

Nose  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  ....  7  2  9 

Diphtheria,  Virulence  Tests  ....  2  —  2 

Milk  for  T.B .  1  68  69 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Milk  .  14 

Milk  Sediment  Tests .  14 

Milk,  Methylene  Blue  Test  .  30 

Wasserrnan  Reaction  . 7 

Examination  for  Gonococci  .  3 

Total .  193 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  Services  as  described  last 
year. 

No.  of  Cases  Removed  by  Rawtenstaee  Ambulances . 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

I939 

1154 

1169 

1164 

99  7 

1156 
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PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— There 
are  four  Nursing  Societies  in  the  Borough  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions,  grants  from  the  Rawtenstall  Workpeople’s  Hos¬ 
pital  Fund,  and  subsidised  by  the  Corporation  in  the  shape  of  a 
payment  of  4d.  a  visit  for  every  visit  made  to  illness  of  children 
under  5  years  of  age.  These  Societies  employ  five  qualified 
nurses,  three  of  whom  are  certified  midwives.  The  areas  they 
serve  cover  the  whole  Borough,  and  the  services  of  the  nurses  are 
available  for  any  case,  if  there  is  a  doctor  in  attendance. 

Facilities  for  X-Ray  examinations  are  provided  at  the  Has- 
lingden  Massage  Centre  and  Bacteriological  examinations  may  be 
made  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  as  required. 

ANTE-NATAL  SERVICES.— The  following  figures  give 
the  work  done  by  the  Health  department  in  Ante-natal  cases. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  have  attended  the 

Ante-natal  Clinic  .  152 

Number  of  attendances  made  at  Ante-natal  Clinics  ....  521 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health 


Visitors  to  expectant  mothers.  First  visits .  87 

Total  visits .  166 


The  Lancashire  County  Council  provide  Ante-natal  facilities 
at  Moorland  Infirmary.  Co-operation  between  the  Lancashire 
C.  C.  and  Rawtenstall  Clinics  has  been  established  so  that  these 
two  Clinics  are  complimentary.  The  following  figures  show  the 
work  carried  out  at  Moorlands  for  Rawtenstall  residents. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  are  resident  in 
Rawtenstall,  who  have  attended  the  Moorlands 


Ante-natal  Clinic  during  1939  .  135 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  the  above  .  691 

Cases  admitted  to  the  Moorlands  Maternity  Home  from 

Rawtenstall  during  the  year  1939  . .  114 
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Number  delivered  .  112 

,,  ,,  by  doctors .  12 

,,  ,,  by  mid  wives  .  100 

Total .  1 12 

Live  births  .  112 

Still  births .  2 

Died  during-  the  first  4  weeks  .  3 


GENERAL,  HOSPITAL  TREATMENT.— The  hospital 
facilities  outlined  in  the  1938  report  have  been  available. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

MID  WIVES. — The  Lancashire  County  Council  employs  two 
whole  time  midwiv.es  who  are  resident  in  the  Borough.  There 
are  also  three  mid  wives  employed  by  the  Nursing  Societies  who 
also  act  under  the  County  Midwifery  Scheme  in  the  Borough. 

ANTE-NATfVL  CLINICS. — There  have  been  no  changes. 
The  Clinic  meets  weekly  on  Fridays  at  2  p.m.  at  Kay  Street 
Clinic. 

As  an  indication  of  the  expansion  of  this  work  it  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  note  the  number  of  Ante-natal  case  attendances  in  Raw- 
tenstall  at  the  Corporation  and  Lancashire  County  Council  Centres 
during  the  past  seven  years.  These  are  in  1932 — 25,  1933 — 34; 
1934—127;  1935—458;  1936—534;  1937—936;  1938—1105;  1939- 
1212. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

MATERNITY.— MOORLAND  HOSPITAL.  There  have 
beer:  no  alterations  made  in  the  arrangements  with  the  Moorland 
Maternity  Home  from  those  described  previously.  The  number 
of  mothers,  belonging  to  Rawtenstall,  who  were  confined  there 
in  1939  was  112. 

Thirty-three  of  the  112  cases  received  assistance  under  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 


ST.  MARY’S  HOSPITAL,  MANCHESTER.— There  have 
been  no  alterations  made  in  the  arrangements  with  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  for  the  admission  of  abnormal  confinements. 

During  1939  seventeen  maternity  cases  were  admitted  to  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital  under  the  arrangement. 

CHILDREN. — Admission  of  children  to  Moorland  Infirmary 
has  continued  where  necessary.  There  has  been  no  alteration  in 
procedure.  Three  cases  were  admitted  during  1939. 

The  Workpeople’s  Hospital  Fund  provided  treatment  for  43 
children  under  5  years  of  age,  17  as  in-patients  and  26  as  out¬ 
patients  at  the  following  Hospitals  : — Manchester  Children’s 
Hospital  9.  Manchester  Northern  Hospital  4.  Manchester 
Eye  Hospital  1.  Burnley  Victoria  4.  Manchester  Skin  Hos¬ 
pital  4.  Bury  Infirmary  18.  Manchester  R03M  Infirmary  3. 

PHIMOSIS,  &c. — Operations  for  the  cure  of  Phimosis  are 
dealt  with  at  The  Infirmary,  Bury,  and  the  cost  of  the  recom¬ 
mends  is  borne  bv  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

During  1939  thirteen  cases  of  Phimosis  were  treated  under 
these  arrangements. 

TONSILS  and  ADENOIDS.— Five  infants  or  children 
under  5  years  of  age  received  treatment  by  operation  for  removal 
of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  under  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Scheme.  The  arrangements  have  been  the  same  as 
those  described  in  previous  reports. 

DECAYED  TEETH. — Twenty-one  children  below  school 
age  were  referred,  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme,  to  the  School  Dental  Clinic,  where  they  received  treat¬ 
ment. 

DEFECTIVE  VISION.— Fourteen  children  below  school  age 
w^ere  referred,  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme, 
for  examination  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  at  the  School  Clinic. 
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CHILD  WELL  AUK  CENTRES.— There  are  now  three 
centres,  held  weekly.  At  the  Clinic,  Kay  Street  (Tuesday), 
Goodshaw  Baptist  School  (WednesdajS ;  Whitewell  Bottom 
Council  School  (Thursday). 

The  attendances  at  the  various  centres  are  given  below: — 


Year. 

Clinic. 

Under 

1  year 

1  and 
under 

2 

2  and 
under 

3 

— ^ - 

3  and 
under 

4 

4  and 
under 

5 

Total 

atten¬ 

dance 

No.  of 

Births 
belong¬ 
ing  to 
Boro’ 

Breast 

Bottle 

O  ' booth 

471 

484 

286 

239 

201 

148 

1829 

1939. 

W ’bottom 

626 

759 

373 

280 

253 

196 

2487 

R’stall 

644 

601 

379 

302 

224 

217 

2367 

280 

i 

1741 

1844 

1038 

821 

678 

561 

6683 

280 

(A)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  all  Centres: — 

(i)  By  children  under  i  year  of  age  .  3,585 

(ii)  By  children  between  the  ages  i  and  5  years  ...  3,°98 

(B)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the 

Centres  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance,  were  : 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age .  226 

(ii)  Between  1  and  5  years  .  45 

(C)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the 

Centres  during  the  year  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
were: — 


(i)  Under  1  year  of  age  .  I77 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  .  4^8 

Percentage  of  notified  live  births  represented  by  the 
number  in  (B)  (i)  .  80.71% 

Home  Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  home 

visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Mothers  where  births  have  occurred, 
advice  given  where  necessary  as  to  care  and  feeding... 
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No.  of  Visits  to  Children  under  One  Year  .  1465 

Visits  to  Children  One  to  Five  Years  .  2855 

Infant  Deaths  inquired  into  . .  7 

Still  Births  inquired  into  .  2 

Visits  to  Ante-Natal  Cases  .  J62 

Visits  to  Cases  of  suspected  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  16 

Visits  to  Mothers  in  Receipt  of  Milk  .  1 

No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  (Aged  o — 5)  visited...  93 
Other  Visits  . 27 


Total .  4880 


INFANT  FIFE  PROTECTION  (under  Part  I  of  the 
Children’s  Act,  1908,  as  amended  by  the  Children  and  Young 
Persons  Act,  1932. 

There  were  five  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SUPPEY  OF  NOURISHMENTS.— The  following  food, 
etc.,  was  supplied  to  necessitous  families,  and  in  other  cases  sold 
at  cost  price  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres. 


Virol  .  192  lbs. 

Cod  Fiver  Oil  .  124  pints 

Cod  Fiver  Oil  Emulsion  (8oz.  bottles)  .  79  bottles 

Cod  Fiver  Oil  and  Malt  . 106  lbs. 

Milk  . 21,904  pints 

Dried  Milk  Foods  .  1,114  lbs. 

Adexolin  Fiquid  .  64  ozs. 


The  Income  Scale  for  the  supply  of  free  nourishments  in  use 
was  given  in  the  1936  report. 

Subject  to  this  scale  free  milk  and  nourishments  have  been 
supplied  to  expectant  mothers  and  infants  under  five  years  of 
age. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT.— There  has  been  no 
change  in  the  arrangements  from  those  described  previously. 

Seventeen  children  under  5  years  of  age  belonging  to  this 
Borough  have  attended  the  Clinic  during  the  year.  Details  of 
orthopaedic  cases  amongst  School  children  are  given  in  the  School 
Medical  Officer’s  Report. 
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Special  Medical  Examinations. 

The  following'  medical  examinations  have  been  made  by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  purposes  specified:— 

Examinations  for  Superannuation  .  9 

Examinations  of  Auxiliary  Firemen  .  ^5 

Examinations  of  applicants  for  ’Bus  conductors  and 

Drivers  7 

Total .  8i 


SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

(i)  WATER.  The  rainfall  in  1939  was  50.66  inches  com¬ 
pared  with  58.75  in  193S. 

The  approximate  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  by  the 
Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  in  the  Borough  is  6,346. 

The  approximate  number  of  dwelling-houses  with  private 
water  supplies  is  2,046.  These  are  chiefly  fiom  springs  and 
storage  cisterns. 

The  Board  have  taken  over  the  Greenfold  Reservoir,  Craw- 
shawbooth,  and  work  of  reconstruction  of  reservoir,  construction 
of  filter  house  and  ancillary  works  has  been  commenced. 

(ii)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— The  conversion  of 
pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system  is  being  carried  out 
where  possible,  but  there  are  in  the  Borough  4S7,  many  in 
isolated  positions  on  farms  and  cottages  on  the  hills,  for  which 
no  sewer  is  available.  There  are  4>34 2  fresh  water  closets  and 
3,691  waste  water  closets.  The  number  of  privy  middens  is  21. 
The  number  of  waste  water  closets  converted  to  fresh  watei 

closets  has  been  18. 

(iii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING.— Refuse  collection  has  been 
carried  out  as  described  in  previous  reports. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  BY  S.  D.  FREIGHTERS  (4) 


Number  of  Loads 


Tons  of  Refuse  Removed  . 

Nett  Cost — Haulage  . . . 

Nett  Cost — Loading  . 

NETT  COST  PER  TON  . 

Gross  Cost — -Haulage  (including 
breakdowns,  cleaning  and  holi¬ 
days)  . 

Gross  Cost — Loading  (including 
holidays  and  Foreman’s  Wage).. 

GROSS  COST  PER  TON  . 

Weight  per  house  per  annum  based 

on  8848  houses  . 

Cost  per  house  per  annum  based  on 

gross  expenditure  . 

Weight  per  1,000  of  population 
based  on  population  of  27,070  ... 
Cost  per  1,000  population  per 
annum  . 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Tons  of  Refuse  . 

Total  Cost  . 

COST  PER  TON  . 


Loads. 

3920 

T.  c.  q.  £  s.  d. 

8232  o  o 


1488  18  9 

1870  4  4 

8  2 


1646  o  il 

2038  13  10 

8  11 


18  It 


304  2  O 


8232  O  O 


TOTAL  COST  PER  TON— COL¬ 
LECTION  and  DISPOSAL  . 


8  34 


13b  2  5 


555 


9 

1 


3 

4f 


10  4 


EXCRETA  COLLECTION  BY  S.  D.  FREIGHTER. 


Number  of  Loads  . 

Loads. 

205 

£  s.  d. 

Cost  of  Haulage  . 

165  17  10 

Cost  of  Loading  . 

127  n  3 

Use  of  Haslingden  Shute  . 

600 

COST  PER  LOAD  . 
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(iv)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  E.  Hoyle,  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  the  following  figures: — 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Particulars  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee,  1939  • 


toll-1 


*7 

Nuisances  brought  before  the  Health  Committee  .  268 

Representing  Houses  .  372 

,3  Other  Premises  .. , .  I3 

Nuisances  Abated  .  2$4 

Notices  Served — Nuisances  : 

Informal  .  224 

Interviews  . 67 

Statutory  . None 

Legal  Proceedings  . _ . . . None 

WORK  ACCOMPLISHED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Ashpits  repaired  or  replaced  . 34 

Absence  of  Water  Supply  .  5 

Boiler  defective  . 1 

Chimneys  repaired  . 

Closet  buildings  repaired  .  5 

Closet  pails  replaced  .  2 

Closet  pails  supplied  by  the  Corporation  .  26 

Closets  released  .  T44 

Closet  tippers  repaired  or  replaced  .  44 

Doors  repaired  .  3 

Downspouts  repaired  . ^ 

Drains  released  or  repaired  . . 59 

Dust  bins  replaced  .  31 

Dust  bins  supplied  by  the  Corporation  .  39° 

Eavestroughs  repaired  .  8 

Fireranges  repaired  . 9 

Floors  repaired  .  7 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  .  4 

Gas  pipes  repaired  .  1 

House  cleaned  up  .  1 

Roofs  repaired  . 7 

Slopsinks  repaired  . 5 

Street  gullies  released  . 3 

Walls  pointed  or  treated  for  dampness  .  17 


IS 

Waste  pipes  repaired  . 3 

Water  pipes  repaired  . 1 

Windows  repaired  . 5 

Various  .  17 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No.  of  observations  . 6 

Legal  proceedings  . Nil 


DAIRIES,  COWKEEPERS  AND  MILK  SELLERS  — The 
total  number  of  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  is  no,  the  number  on 
the  registers  being  no.  During  the  year  291  inspections  have 
been  made.  The  approximate  number  of  cows  in  the  Borough 
is  1300. 

There  are  75  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors,  and  all  are  on 
the  Register. 

Fourteen  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for  Bacteriological 
purposes,  14  for  Sediment  Tests,  30  for  Methylene  Blue  Test 
and  Coliform  Test  and  69  for  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Of  these  samples, 
30  for  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  Coliform  Test  and  69  for  Tubercle 
Bacilli  were  collected  from  Milk  Farms  on  behalf  of  the  Lanca¬ 
shire  County  Council. 

FARMS. — During  the  year  no  Notices  have  been  served  re¬ 
quiring  structural  alterations  or  improvements  to  farm  buildings. 
Seven  farms  have  been  made  to  comply  with  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926.  One  farm  has  been  voluntarily  recondi¬ 
tioned  and  made  to  comply  with  the  Order.  Repairs  and  altera¬ 
tions  have  also  been  voluntarily  carried  out  to  4  other  milk  farms 
and  2  stock  farms.  Fifteen  notices  have  been  complied  with 
during  the  yean 

CATTLE  SALE  YARDS  AND  AUCTION  MARTS.— 
Within  the  Borough  there  are  two  of  the  above  premises.  Dairy 
and  Fat  Stock  are  sold. 

DISINFECTION. — The  following  disinfection  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  : — 


Clothing,  Beddings,  etc .  39°  articles. 

Bedding,  etc.,  destroyed  . .  x33  articles. 

Rooms  disinfected  .  I44 

Houses  disinfected  .  61 

Houses  sprayed  for  beetles  .  93 

No.  of  visits  for  above  purpose  .  188 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES.— There  are  2  Tripe  Boilers  and  3 
Marine  Store  Dealers  established  in  the  Borough.  Visits  to  these 
premises  are  made  regularly  and  the  premises  are  generally  well 
conducted. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. — Below  are  set  out  par¬ 
ticulars  of  bins,  ashpits,  etc.,  in  the  Borough:— 


No.  of  privy  middens  .  21 

No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens  .  21 

No.  of  pail  closets  .  487 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  (exclusive  of  middens)  .  67 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets  .  4342 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  .  3^9 1 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  for  refuse  .  7737 


Closet  Conversions  : — 


(To  Fresh  W.C’s. 

No  of  Privy  Closets! To  Waste  W.C’s. 

(To  Pails,  etc. 

/To  Fresh  W.C’s. 
No.  Pail  Closets  \To  Waste  W.C’s. 
No.  of  Waste  W.C’s.  to  Fresh  W.C  s. 

No.  of  Houses  at  which  Movable  Ash- 
bins  have  been  substituted  for  fixed 
receptacles  . . . . 


During  During 
Year  five  years 
1939.  1934-1938. 


15 

2 

18  53 


85  406 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

The  number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  i 

The  number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  .  i 

Both  the  above  houses  were  disinfested. 

Oi  l  WORKERS. — During  the  year  returns  were  received 
from  various  mills  employing  Outworkers.  The  total  number  of 
Outworkers  was  ten;  they  were  engaged  in  the  Slipper  Trades. 

FACTORIES  (without  mechanical  power)  and  OTHER 
PREMISES  (under  the  Factories  Act,  1037). 

No.  on  register  .  * 


21 


Factories. 


i.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

14 

Interviews 

14 

Factories  without  mechanical 

power 

107 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Other  premises  . 

• . 

. . . 

Total  . 

121 

14 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES, 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
Defects  in 
respect  of 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

Inspector. 

which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness. 

4 

4 

Overcrowding . 

Unreasonable 

temperature . 

Inadequate 

” 

•  •  • 

Ventilation . 

Ineffective  drainage 

•  .  . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

of  floors . 

Sanitary 

Conveniences : — 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

insufficient  . 

unsuitable  or 

•  •  • 

»  «  • 

•  •  • 

defective 
not  separate  for 

8 

8 

•  •  • 

sexes 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

Other  Offences . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Total . 

14 

14 

•  »  • 

•  •  . 

7  T 
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SCHOOLS. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  dealt 
with  in  the  School  Medical  Report. 

There  w^ere  n  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  7  cases  of  diphtheria, 
1  case  of  erysipelas,  4  cases  of  pneumonia,  8  cases  of  lion-pulmon¬ 
ary  tuberculosis  and  1  case  of  measles  among  children  of  school 
age  during  1939. 

CLOSURE  OF  SCHOOLS. ---No  schools  were  closed  on 
account  of  epidemic  infectious  diseases  during  the  year. 


SECTION  D. 

Housing  Conditions. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  420 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1534 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  uTere  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .  48 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  160 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  44 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  376 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices:— 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  render¬ 
ed  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Focal  Authority  or  their  officers  . ,  387 

r  Housing  Act,  IQ36.  Part  iv.  Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  28 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  28 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  162 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re¬ 
ported  during  the  year  .  6 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  36 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  173 

NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE 

YEAR:— 

(A)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (B) )  91 

1.  By  the  Focal  Authority  . .  64 

2.  By  other  Focal  Authorities  .  Nil 

3.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  27 

lB)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts:-- 

1.  By  the  Focal  Authority  .  64 

2.  Bv  other  bodies  or  persons  .  Nil 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

INSPECTION  OF  FARMS. 

Milk  Producing  Farms  .  139 

Stock  Farms  . 86 

Poultry  Farms  . 27 

Grazing  Farms  . ^ 

F arms  connected  with  an  Institution  . . . .  1 

Farms,  Empty,  Unused  or  Dilapidated .  20 

Cream  Farms  .  2 
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EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  T.B.— Sixty-nine 
samples  were  taken.  Sixty-eight  were  negative  and  one  was 

positive. 

Meat. 

Within  the  Borough  there  are  twenty-two  Eicensed  Slaugh¬ 
ter-houses. 

There  are  sixty-five  licensed  slaughter  men. 

DISEASED  FOOD  SURRENDERED. 


Description.  Weight 

Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts  .  1068  lbs. 

Other  diseased  meat  . . .  1035  lbs. 

Other  diseased  food  . . . .  9520  lbs. 


Total . .  11623  lbs. 


Brawn,  Boiled  Ham,  Sausage,  Roast  Pork  and 
other  Prepared  Foods. 

There  are  five  such  premises  within  the  Borough.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  Butchers  prepare  sausage  and  brawn  on  their  own 
premises. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  fifty-four  bakehouses  in  the  Borough  and  they  are 
regularly  inspected. 

Markets. 

There  are  two;  at  Rawtenstall  on  Thursday  and  Saturday, 
and  at  Waterfoot  on  Friday  each  week.  The  meat  stalls  are  con¬ 
structed  to  comply  with  the  Public  Plealth  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924. 
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SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 


TABLE  SHOWING  NO.  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  EACH  YEAR 

FROM  1930 — 1939. 


Disease. 

1930I 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

I936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

'Smallpox  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

...  1 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

47 

67 

54 

41 

49 

16 

24 

14 

15 

l8  I 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup) 

43 

38 

3i 

19  ! 

5 

15  ' 

8 

30 

19 

14 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) 

2 

•  .  • 

•  •  « 

a  •  • 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ) 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia / 

32 

38 1 

32 

57 

25 

48 

50 

41 

21 

38 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

3 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  ♦ 

'Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

3  1 

2 

2 

A  *  • 

3 

2 

... 

1 

0 

5 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

1 

...  | 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

. »  • 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

•  .  . 

. . . 

5 

•  .  * 

.  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Encephalitis  Eethargica  . 

1 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  * 

•  •  • 

... 

•  .  • 

Dvsentery  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

1 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

1 

5 

5 

3 

6 

3 

5 

2 

2 

5 

Erysipelas  . 

1  15 

18 

7 

21 

25 

15 

28 

13 

21 

15 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

15 

17 

29 

22 

19 

19 

13 

17 

13 

20 

Non-Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis 

37 

16 

16 

15 

18 

8 

9 

11 

22 

23 

Relapsing  Fever . 

• 

.  •  • 

... 

.  .  • 

... 

I 

•  •  • 

Measles  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

I  ••• 

1 

2 

' 

Totals  . 

201 

202 

181 

184 

155 

129 

140 

I31 

121 

141 
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SCARLET  FEVER. — There  were  18  eases  notified,  com¬ 
pared  with  15  cases  last  year.  Clinically  they  were  of  a  mild 
type.  Three  cases  were  removed  to  hospitals. 

DIPHTHERIA. — There  were  14  cases  notified,  compared 
with  19  cases  last  year.  Eleven  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
No  cases  died. 

Facilities  for  diphtheria  immunisation  have  been  available 
for  several  years  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  but  insufficient  use 
has  been  made  of  these  by  the  public.  The  Medical  Officer  visited 
schools  for  the  inocculation  of  the  school  children.  No  children 
who  were  inocculated  have  developed  clinical  diphtheria. 

Material  for  immunising  children  is  supplied  free  to  general 
medical  practitioners. 

ERYSIPELAS. — Fifteen  cases  were  notified,  compared  with 
21  cases  last  year. 


Hospital  Accommodation. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— There  have  been  no  changes 
made  in  the  arrangements  with  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hos¬ 
pital,  Bury. 

The  number  of  cases  removed  to  the  Florence  Nightingale 
Hospital,  Bury,  each  year  since  1935  are  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

1935 

1936 

1937 

i'938 

1939 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

10 

8 

30 

16 

11 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

3 

6 

6 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

Cerebro-Spinal 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

Fever 

- 

3 

- 

1 

Anthrax 

- 

1 

- 

Relapsing  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

15 

18 

38 

25 

14 

*  J 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. — -The  arrangements  made  with 
Monsall  Hospital  are  the  same  as  described  in  the  1934  report. 
Three  cases  were  treated  at  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  in  1939. 

The  services  of  the  consultant  for  Puerperal  Fever  and 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  not  called  upon  in  1939. 

/ 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. — There  has  been  no 
change  in  the  arrangements  with  the  Royal  Eye  Hospital,  Man¬ 
chester,  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
as  described  in  the  1935  report.  No  cases  were  treated  under 
this  scheme  in  1939. 


Cases 

Un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Vision 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Number 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hosptl. 

5 

— 

5 

(Moorlands) 

5 

— 

— 

SMALLPOX.— The  Corporation  owns  an  isolation  hospital 
for  Smallpox,  situated  at  The  Ridge,  Hareholme,  within  the 
Borough,  with  accommodation  for  twenty-seven  patients  and 
where  there  is  an  installation  for  disinfecting  clothing,  bedding, 
etc.,  by  means  of  high-pressure  steam. 

No  cases  were  admitted  in  1939. 

DIPHTHERIA  ANTITOXIN  is  available  free  for  the  use 
of  practitioners  as  follows: — 

Central  Fire  Station,  Rawtenstall  (day  or  night). 

Public  Health  Dept.,  Spring  Garden  Chambers  (by  day 
only) . 

Police  Station,  Burnley  Road,  Waterfoot  (day  or  night). 
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During  the  year  1939,  17  phials  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin 
of  8,000  units  each  were  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners, 
Material  for  the  active  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  also 
supplied  to  General  Practitioners  on  request;  one  request  was 
received. 

DISINFECTION  FOR  T.B— During  1939,  5  houses  con¬ 
taining  17  rooms  and  31  articles  were  disinfected  and  q  articles 
destroyed  by  the  L.A. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Preven¬ 
tion  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  or  under  Section  62  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


«♦ 


